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Framing the Question

Figure 1. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved 
from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/

Figure 2. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved 
from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/



Framing the 
Question

Gentrification: Investment and rising 
property values in a neighborhood attract 
wealthier, and often white residents, 
leading to the displacement of lower-
income and minority communities

Green Gentrification happens when new 
parks or green projects raise property 
values, pushing out lower-income and 
often minority residents from their 
neighborhoods.

(Rigolon & Christensen, 2019)

Figure 3. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park introduced by Yulri!, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 
2022. Retrieved from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park-introduced-by-yulri/



A question to 
ponder…

Figure 4. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved 
from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/



Description of 
Gyeongui Line

Forest Park

Figure 5. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park introduced by Yulri!, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 
2022. Retrieved from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park-introduced-by-yulri/



Location: Mapo-gu 
and Yongsan-gu, 
Seoul, South Korea

Figure 7. From Google Earth, 2023. 

Figure 6. From A Case Study of Gyeongui Line Forest Park in Seoul, by Jisoo Sim, 2020. 
Retrieved from  https://doi.org/10.3390/su12176722



Slide 7

Slide 8

Slide 9

Slide 10

Design: 6.3-km linear 
park built on an old 
railway. Focus on 
walkability, greenery, 
social connection, and 
meeting individual 
neighborhood needs

Figure 8. From USING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
TO IMPROVE SEOUL CITY, by Sung-Kyun Kim, 2018.



Figure 9. From USING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
TO IMPROVE SEOUL CITY, by Sung-Kyun Kim, 2018.

Figure 10. From GYEONGUI LINE FOREST PARK by by Seoul 
Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved from 
https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/



Figure 11. From USING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
TO IMPROVE SEOUL CITY, by Sung-Kyun Kim, 2018.

Figure 10. From GYEONGUI LINE FOREST PARK by by Seoul 
Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved from 
https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/



Figure 12. From USING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
TO IMPROVE SEOUL CITY, by Sung-Kyun Kim, 2018.

Figure 13. From USING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
TO IMPROVE SEOUL CITY, by Sung-Kyun Kim, 2018.

Figure 10. From GYEONGUI LINE FOREST PARK by by Seoul 
Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved from 
https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/



Figure 14. From USING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
TO IMPROVE SEOUL CITY, by Sung-Kyun Kim, 2018.

Figure 10. From GYEONGUI LINE FOREST PARK by by Seoul 
Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved from 
https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/



Figure 15-17. From USING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
TO IMPROVE SEOUL CITY, by Sung-Kyun Kim, 2018.



• Seoul Metropolitan Government's Urban Planning and Design Division.
• Korea Rail Network Authority.

Designers/Planners:

And others

¯\_(ツ)_/¯



Rail construction 
begins

• All rail sections 
opened

• Suspension of rail 
due to Korean War

Operation resumes 
only from Seoul to 
Munsan

underground 
subway opens

Commencement of 
park creation

• Above ground train 
suspended during 
park development

Forest park is 
completed; 
commuter train 
resumes; above 
ground train is 
closed permanently 1953

1904-1951

2016

2009

2009

Figure __ From Gyeongui Line Forest Park, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved 
from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/



Cultural 
Context

Figure 3. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park introduced by Yulri!, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 
2022. Retrieved from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park-introduced-by-yulri/



The Gyeongui Line Forest Park was conceived in the late 2000s as part of Seoul’s urban regeneration strategy.
The main goals were:

• Reclaiming disused railway land for public use.
• Reducing heat and air pollution.
• Increasing pedestrian space and quality of life in dense neighborhoods.

how you might expect a lack of 
consideration around gentrification 
to impact the community 
surrounding a quickly developed, 
large scale urban project? 

Figure 18. From USING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
TO IMPROVE SEOUL CITY, by Sung-Kyun Kim, 2018.



Comparison of 
Gentrification

Figure 19. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park introduced by Yulri!, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 
2022. Retrieved from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park-introduced-by-yulri/



2003 – Public 
Support and 
Rezoning

•The City of New 
York formally 
backs the plan to 
transform the 
structure into a 
linear park.

•Property investors 
begin buying in 
anticipation; 
home values start 
to rise modestly 
as expectations 
grow for 
redevelopment in 
West Chelsea.

2006 – Construction 
Begins

•As work begins on 
Section 1 
(Gansevoort St → 
20th St), nearby 
condo 
development 
surges.

2009 – Section 1 
Opens

•The opening of 
the first section 
brings global 
attention and 
immediate market 
response.

•Properties directly 
adjacent to the 
park now 
command the 
highest per-
square-foot prices 
in Manhattan, 
solidifying the 
“High Line 
premium.”

2011 – Section 2 
Opens (20th St → 
30th St)

•Continued 
appreciation, with 
West Chelsea’s 
median resale 
price nearly 
doubling from 
2003 to 2011

•Developers rush 
to market luxury 
condos and art-
district lofts 
leveraging the 
park’s reputation.

2014 – Section 3 
Opens (Hudson 
Yards Connection)

•Prices continue to 
rise but at a 
slower rate as the 
neighborhood 
fully transitions 
into a luxury 
district.

+24-32%+100% +18-24%Around +100%



Rail construction 
begins

• All rail sections 
opened

• Suspension of rail 
due to Korean War

Operation resumes 
only from Seoul to 
Munsan

underground 
subway opens

Commencement of 
park creation

• Above ground train 
suspended during 
park development

Forest park is 
completed; 
commuter train 
resumes; above 
ground train is 
closed permanently 1953

1904-1951

2016

2009

2009

5-15%

-5%*

* = 10% total, some fell from 15 to 10%, some rose from 5 to 10% (approximately)



A. Urban density and housing ownership structure

B. Park function and location

D. Government planning goals

E. Cultural factors

Why the difference?

Figure 1. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved 
from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/

Figure 1. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved 
from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/



Connection and 
Relevance 

Figure 3. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park introduced by Yulri!, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 
2022. Retrieved from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park-introduced-by-yulri/





Did you ponder? Relevance

Figure 4. From Gyeongui Line Forest Park, by Seoul Metropolitan Gov, 2022. Retrieved 
from https://english.seoul.go.kr/gyeongui-line-forest-park/



All Sources
https://parks.seoul.go.kr/maps/gyeongui/gyeongui_map_ENG.pdf

https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/12/17/6722

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0042098019849380

https://www.acuitykp.com/blog/koreas-jeonse-housing-rental-system/

https://cm.asiae.co.kr/en/article/2021062108042012775?utm_source=chatgpt.com

https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/9/2/231

https://www.nrpa.org/parks-recreation-magazine/2019/december/greening-without-
gentrification/

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S019739751530254X

https://streeteasy.com/blog/changing-grid-high-line/
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